MARLBOROUGH
Anne all French pretensions to supremacy at sea. It was the
Trafalgar of the seventeenth century. We invite the reader
to judge whether fact is not stronger than fiction; whether
substance is not more solid than shadow. Because Russell
had flirted with the Jacobite agents ; because these agents had
vapoumed to the Court at Saint-Germains ; because James
had wanted to believe all his agents told him, and made the
most of it to Louis; and because the Jacobite writers have
invented and written whatever they pleased about him, Russell
stands convicted before history as a "villain" and a "traitor/9
This shattering victory and noble feat of arms counts for
nothing in his favour. Macpherson, Dalrymple, Macaulay,
and the docile flock of scrap-nibblers who have browsed upon
their pastures, have managed hitherto to twist history and
reality to his condemnation. We submit to modern judgment
two propositions about him: that he was wrong and foolish
to have trafficked with the Jacobite agents, but that he was
quite right to beat the French and ruin King James's cause,
which was on the whole rather more important.
The fears of the Council and the excitement of the public
were calmed by the victory. Lords Huntingdon and
Scarsdale, who had been arrested on other grounds at the
same time as Marlborough, were set at liberty. William,
who had been perturbed by the irregularity of these arrests,
wrote to the Council expressing his doubts about such serious
steps.1 Nevertheless, so strong were the feelings of the
Queen that Marlborough was still kept a close prisoner in
the Tower. Sarah came from Brentford to London in order
to be near him, to help in his defence, and to agitate for his
release. No one was allowed to visit him except upon the
authority of the Secretary of State, and we have consequently
a series of orders signed by Nottingham giving Sarah and
some others access to him. Among the few who faced the
displeasure of the Queen, Lord Bradford was conspicuous.
As is usual with people in such a position, the Marlboroughs
found few friends. Other nearer trouble fell upon them.
On May 22 thek younger son Charles died.
1 Correspondence of William HI and Portland, i, 171, " uae chose bien delicate."
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